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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

 

Resident Coordinator of United Nations,  

Colleagues,  

Services Chiefs,  

Principal Staff Officer of Armed Forces Division,  

Inspector General of Police,  

Members of the Diplomatic Corps,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Assalamu Alaikum and Good Afternoon.  

 

It gives me immense pleasure to be present in this august gathering organized by 

Bangladesh Armed Forces and Bangladesh Police in association with the office of United Nations 

Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh to commemorate the International Day of United Nations 

Peacekeepers-2009.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Bangladesh, after independence  in 1971, became the member state of United Nations of 

17 September 1974. Since then, we are maintaining warm diplomatic relations with friendly 

countries. We are also pursuing every initiative undertaken by United Nations in promoting global 

peace and stability. However, the most significant undertaking, for which Bangladesh is known to 

the world community, is the contribution made by the members of Bangladesh Armed Forces and 

Bangladesh Police in United Nations peace support operations around the globe.  

Our participation in peace support operations and in other multinational forces has 

developed the image of Bangladesh manifolds and substantiated our stand for the cause of the 

world peace. It has also enhanced the diplomatic ties with our allies and brought Bangladesh 

closer to the world community. Our troops in the field, along with our diplomatic moves in the 

United Nations Headquarters have always pursued the cause of lasting peace. Bangladesh's 

growing participation in peace support operations and its position in many important world forum 

has placed Bangladesh in a privileged diplomatic position.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Today on the occasion of commemoration of United Nations Peacekeepers Day, 

Bangladesh can rightly be proud of its role in the United Nations around the world. We have 

consistently been one of the largest troops contributing countries to the United Nations peace 

support missions. There was no hesitation on our part to send Bangladeshi troops to far flung 

conflict ridded and dangerous regions of the world under the mandate of Security Council. Ladies 

and gentlemen you will be happy to learn, at present we have a Force Commander in Liberia and 

Chief Military Observer in Georgia. We are also preparing to deploy two Formed Police Units to 

Darfur and two more Military contingents to Democratic Republic of Congo. this is another 

milestone of our unwavering commitments for the cause of the global peace.  

Our soldiers and policemen have earned not only the respect of their compatriots from 

other countries, but also the gratitude and admiration of the people they have served.  



Despite the number of casualties, our performance in peace support operations has always 

been commendable. The United Nations and the members of international community have time 

and again, applauded our purposeful, effective and valiant role in the peace support missions. 

Besides all, the foreign wage earning by our peacekeepers have also been very significant over 

the years.  

Above and beyond our position in United Nations, I also appreciate the outstanding role of 

Bangladesh Armed Forces and Bangladesh Police in nation building activities at home. I 

respectfully recall the contribution of Bangladesh Armed Forces and Bangladesh Police during the 

war of liberation, which paved the  way for our independence in 1971. The nation greatly 

acknowledges the contribution of the forces who have always come forward to serve the nation 

whenever they were called for. I convey my special thanks and gratitude to all members of 

Bangladesh Armed Forces and Bangladesh Police for their distinguished service both at home and 

abroad. Today, I pay my deepest tribute to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice to keep 

the Bangladeshi flag fly high at United Nations amongst 191 member states. We all salute the 

peacekeepers for earning this special honour from the international community. Last year, we 

honoured the families of 4 deceased and 12 injured Peacekeepers. This year, the families of 12 

deceased and the operationally injured peacekeepers, those who suffered injury between 1996 to 

2000 will be honoured. We offer our sincere prayers and sympathy for you and highest 

appreciation for your valiant actions in combat. I also pay tribute to all men and women from 

Bangladesh who have served and continue to serve in United Nations peace support operations. 

We are proud of you.  

I would like to make a special mention of the Office of the United Nations Resident 

Coordinator in Bangladesh for its continued support for our Peacekeepers.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Bangladesh's commitment to United Nations peace support lies in her readiness to make 

substantial troops contribution and more importantly, maintaining this commitment under all 

challenging and complex circumstances. Now Bangladesh is capable of mobilizing well trained and 

equipped forces at short notice based on their vast experiences in peace support operations. In 

this connection, I reiterate our commitment that the Government of Bangladesh will render all 

possible support in modernizing our Armed Forces and Police for accomplishing their noble tasks 

under United Nations banner.  

Finally, I would urge upon all members of Bangladesh Armed Forces and Bangladesh Police 

for their continued service as leading peacekeepers of the globe. The people of Bangladesh are 

really proud of you and looking forward to your diligent efforts in making Bangladesh powerful 

peace loving nation.  

Thank you all.       

Khoda Hafez.  

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu  

Bangladesh Live Forever. 

---  


